Prophet Muhammad’s Letter To The Monks Of St. Catherine Monastery

In 628 C.E. Frophet Muhamimad (&} granted a Charter of Privileges to the monks of 3t Catherine Monastery
In Mt Sinal. B conglsted of several clavses coverlng all aspeacts of human rights Including suchtoplcs as the
protection of Christians, freedom of worshlp and movement, freedom to appaint thelr oven Judges and to
owen and malntaln telr property, exemption from military service; and the right to protection In vear,

An English translation of that document |5 presented belowr,

Thig |s a message from Muhammad lenAbdullah, a5 a covenant to those whio adopt Christlanity, near and
far, we areg with them.

Yerlly |, the servants, the helpers, and my followers defend them, becavse Christlans are my cltlzens; and by
Allahl | hold out agalnst anything that displeases them.
Ne compulsion Is t¢ ke onthem.

Nelther are thelr judges to be removed from thelr Jjobs nor thelr manks from thalr manasterles.

No one |5 to destroy a house of thelr religlon, to damage It, or to carry amything from It te the Muslims'
houses,

Should anyone take any of these, he would spoll God's covenant and disobey His Prophet. Verlly, they are
my allles and have my secure charter agalnst all that they Fate.

No one |5 to force them to travel of to chlige them to fight.The Muslms are to Aght for them. If a female
Chrlstlan I= marrled to a Mustim, It |5 nat to take place without her appioval. $he |s not to be prevented from
visiting her chwrchto praiy.

Thelr churches are o be respected. They are nelther to be prevented from repalring them nor the sacredness
of thelr covenants.No one of the natlon iMuslims) |5 to dischey the covenant Tl the Last Day (end of the
world].



